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YOUR VOICE, YOUR VOTE, IT COUNTS!

In today’s democratic process, every ballot must be considered, and it is
important nowmore than ever to get out to vote because “Every Vote
Matters!” On November 5th, go vote and take a friend!

When we collectively raise our voices, we are
heard! Two years ago, we saw history when
California Governor Newsom signed SB 731
into law on September 29, 2022. Safe Return
Project, along with many other organizations
and concerned citizens, came together to
support this piece of legislation that would
allow anyone the opportunity to seal their
conviction record after serving their time and
being crime-free for 4 years. It also allows the
opportunity to seal arrest records 3 years after
the date of arrest.
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VOTING RIGHTS RESTORED
In 2020, Californians voted YES on Proposition 17 to restore the voting rights
of people on parole.

● Nearly 60 percent of California voters approved Proposition 17, which
amended the state constitution to automatically restore voting rights
to people on state parole upon leaving prison. Before Prop 17,
California’s constitution prohibited people with felony convictions
from voting while in prison or on parole, which disenfranchised nearly
50,000 people on parole. By allowing people on parole to become
registered voters, Prop 17 also allows them to run for office under
current state law, as long as they have not been convicted of perjury
or bribery.1

● Black and Latinx Californians lose their right to vote at higher rates
because they are more likely than white people to be arrested,
prosecuted, convicted, and incarcerated. These racial and ethnic
disparities are rooted in over-policing, disproportionate sentence
lengths, and generational disadvantages that increase exposure to
the legal system. Black and Latinx people have also faced other racist
barriers to voting, such as poll taxes and literacy tests.1

VOTER REGISTRATION

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN CALIFORNIA

● Online Registration - Registering online is easy. Simply visit Voter
Registration: California Secretary of State.

● In-person Registration - You can pick one up at your county elections
office, library, Department of Motor Vehicles offices, or U.S. post office. It
is important that your voter registration application be filled out
completely and postmarked or hand-delivered to your county
elections office at least 15 days before the election.

● The deadline to register to vote for any election is 15 days before
Election Day, so please register early! Your registration must be
postmarked or submitted electronically no later than October 21st,
2024.
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https://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/quick-reference-guide/17.htm?_ga=2.22024380.661033212.1604462731-274419797.1596572822
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-rights-restoration-efforts-california
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-rights-restoration-efforts-california
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-rights-restoration-efforts-california
https://lao.ca.gov/BallotAnalysis/Proposition?number=17&year=2020
https://lao.ca.gov/BallotAnalysis/Proposition?number=17&year=2020
https://www.ppic.org/publication/californias-prison-population/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/reducing-harms-boys-and-young-men-color-criminal-justice-system-involvement
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/reducing-harms-boys-and-young-men-color-criminal-justice-system-involvement
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/americans-criminal-records-fight-ensure-full-voting-rights-continues
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration
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● In-person Registration Deadline is November 5th.
● If you have any questions, visit Frequently Asked Questions or contact

the Secretary of State's Elections Division at (800) 345-VOTE (8683) or by
email.

TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN CALIFORNIA, YOU MUST BE:

● A United States citizen and a resident of California,
● 18 years old or older on Election Day,
● Not currently serving a state or federal prison term for the conviction of

a felony (for more information on the rights of people who have been
incarcerated, please see the Secretary of State's Voting Rights: Persons
with a Criminal History) and

● Not currently found mentally incompetent to vote by a court (for more
information, please see Voting Rights: Persons Subject to
Conservatorship).

In California, you only lose your right to vote if you are currently incarcerated
in a prison for a felony conviction. Your rights are restored, and you can
register to vote immediately after your release. Pretrial detention,
misdemeanors, federal convictions, and out-of-state convictions do not
restrict your voting rights.

IMPORTANCE OF VOTING DOWN BALLOT

Although down-ballot races may not receive as much coverage as the
headliner, they are often just as important.2

LOCAL IMPACT

Candidates elected to local and county positions are the closest interaction
most individuals have with their government. The policies they propose can
have an immediate impact on our lives.

For example, the District Attorney’s decision to prioritize violent and
non-violent crimes differently could have a significant impact on your
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https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/contact/email-elections-division
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/voting-california/who-can-vote-california/voting-rights-californians
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/voting-california/who-can-vote-california/voting-rights-californians
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-info/conservatorship
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-info/conservatorship
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community. Likewise, a Sheriff’s plan to build trust in the community by
investing in initiatives to increase diversity in the organization may have an
immediate effect on the county.

STATE IMPACT

At a state level, elected representatives and senators vote on legislation
concerning the budget, education, energy, environment, taxes, and much
more. They make decisions that can affect your individual rights and other
issues that directly impact your everyday life.

GET OUT TO VOTE CONTRA
COSTA COUNTY

Contra Costa County Elections

Find Your Polling Place

Official List Of Outdoor Drop Box Locations 24/7
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https://www.cocovote.us/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/polling-place/
https://www.cocovote.us/official-ballot-drop-boxes/
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IMPORTANT MEASURES FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Bill Info:
bit.ly/ACA8-One-Pager2024

Bill Info:
bit.ly/AB1186-One-Pager2024

Bill Info:
bit.ly/AB2959-One-Pager2024

Bill Info:
bit.ly/SB1259-One-Pager2024

SAFERETURNPRJ.ORG ● INFO@SAFERETURNPRJ.ORG ● 510-890-5518

https://bit.ly/ACA8-One-Pager2024
https://bit.ly/AB1186-One-Pager2024
https://bit.ly/AB2959-One-Pager2024
https://bit.ly/SB1259-One-Pager2024
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Frequently Asked Questions1

On Probation? On Mandatory Supervision? Off Parole?
You Have the Right to Vote!

What are my voting rights if I have a misdemeanor?
Amisdemeanor conviction does not affect your right to vote at all. You can
vote in all elections.

What are my voting rights if I have a felony?
If you have a felony conviction, you CAN vote if:

● you are on probation, even if you are in county jail as a condition of your
probation or

● you have completed your probation or
● you are awaiting a judge’s decision on a probation violation or
● you are on mandatory supervision or
● you are on post-release community supervision, or
● you are serving a county jail sentence under Realignment or
● you have completed your parole.

The only time you CANNOT vote is if:
● you are currently serving a state or federal prison sentence or
● you are awaiting transfer to a state prison or
● you are on parole.

Once you have completed your sentence and parole, you can register to vote.
If you are unsure what type of sentence you are serving, check with your
parole or probation officer.

Can I vote when I am on parole?
No. You can only vote once you have completed your parole.

Can I vote on mandatory supervision?
Yes! You can vote at all times when you are on mandatory supervision.
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Can I vote while I am on post-release community supervision?
Yes! You can vote at all times when you are on post-release community
supervision.

Can I vote when I am on probation?
Yes! You can vote at all times when you are on probation, whether your
conviction is a felony or a misdemeanor.

Can I vote while I am in county jail?
Maybe. You CAN vote if you are in county jail:

● awaiting trial for any crime or
● for a misdemeanor conviction or
● on a probation violation or
● on felony probation or
● serving a county jail sentence under Realignment.

The only time you CANNOT vote while in county jail is when you are:
● in jail awaiting transfer to a state prison for a felony conviction or
● in jail for a parole violation or
● serving a state prison sentence under a contract with a county jail.

How do I get back my right to vote?
In California, you do not need to do anything to “restore” your right to vote. It
is automatically restored once you have completed your sentence and are no
longer on parole. However, you must register or re-register to vote in an
upcoming election.

How do I register to vote?
There are a few ways to register to vote:

● You can register online: www.registertovote.ca.gov
● You can pick up a paper registration form at the DMV, post office, public

libraries, or your county elections office.
Complete the form, sign it, and drop it in the mail!

● If you are in county jail, you can request a voter registration card.

Do I need to re-register if I move or change my name?
Yes. You need to re-register (using either of the methods above) if you move
or change your name.
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How and where do I vote?
In California, you can vote two ways:

Vote-by-Mail: This means that every election, your ballot will be mailed
to you and you can take your time to fill it out and mail back your vote.
It’s easy to become a vote-by-mail voter. Either:

● Put your initials on line 15 on your voter registration application or
● If you are already registered to vote, you will receive a vote-by-mail

application attached to the sample ballot about a month before
the election. Complete this application and mail it back to your
county election official.

Reminder! A vote-by-mail ballot will be mailed to the address you
provide on your voter registration.

At your local polling place: Once you are registered to vote, you can vote
at your local polling place on Election Day. Your local polling place is
listed on the Sample Ballot you receive in the mail.

When is the last day to register to vote?
The last day to register to vote online or mail in a paper voter registration card
is 15 days before an election. If you miss the 15-day deadline, you can still
register and vote in the 15-days before and on Election Day if you visit your
county elections office or check their website for additional locations that
might offer same-day registration and voting.

1Frequently Asked Questions Source, Let Me Vote California:
https://www.letmevoteca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/FAQ-LetMeVote-2017.pdf
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